BUGs Men’s Hockey – Tuesday 11th April
Scottish Universities 5-4 English Universities
A hat-trick of goals from penalty corners from Edinburgh’s James Peter Campbell helped the Scottish Universities to a thrilling win in the opening hockey encounter of the 2006 British University Games. The English Universities very nearly produced a remarkable comeback, recovering from 4-1 and 5-2 behind to cause a nervous last few minutes.

It was the English team that had the first significant chances of the game, but they couldn’t convert them, and Scotland made them pay twelve minutes in when Chris Nelson did well to guide a bouncing ball into the top corner. Boosted by the goal, Scotland threatened again immediately but couldn’t find a way through.
England equalised from a penalty corner on nineteen minutes through David Cresswell, after Ian Roberts’ initial shot had been saved. The game began to open up, and Scotland took a deserved lead towards the end of the first half when Campbell got the first of his three goals. Both sides had further chances to score before the break, but couldn’t convert any of them.

The second half began more tentatively before Campbell shot hard and low for his second goal eight minutes in. Ross Henderson very nearly pulled a goal back a few minutes later, but his shot came back off the post. There then followed an extraordinary piece of play in which three goals were scored in as many minutes. First, Campbell completed his hat-trick, then Roberts got a goal back for England, and finally Nelson gave the ball to Fergus Dunn, who crossed for Michael Watt to restore Scotland’s three goal cushion.
Rohan Thomas reduced the deficit to two goals from a penalty corner, and the English Universities set up a tense finale when Henderson got on the end of a free-hit. David Egerton twice had an opportunity to equalise, but could not get the ball past the Scottish goalkeeper.
