Team Bath promoted
Team Bath 3 (C. Lewis 11, Tilson 17, Prince 82) Shepshed Dynamo 0
Manager Ged Roddy was full of praise for his players after they clinched promotion with a 3-0 win over second from bottom Shepshed Dynamo. “They’ve been fantastic all year, and they were superb today, from one to eleven and the subs too. It was a nervy situation, but they went out really positively and got the result.”
He had every right to be pleased with them too, as this was a potential banana skin against a team desperate for a win, with all the pressure and expectation on the student side. The nerves were evident in the opening exchanges, as Bath looked uncomfortable on the ball in defence and struggled to clear their lines.
They had very nearly taken the lead in the opening 30 seconds though, but Dynamo keeper Richard Keeling pulled off a good save, which turned out not to matter as the offside flag was up. Shepshed had a couple of early half-chances as well, but both were optimistic long-range efforts from free-kicks, never looking likely to cause any problems.
Team Bath got the early lead they needed to calm the nerves just after ten minutes, as Matt Lewis collected a long ball on the left wing, advanced on the keeper and his cross-shot was turned in to the open goal by namesake Chris. The visitors vigorously appealed for offside, but the goal stood.

The lead was nearly cancelled out a couple of minutes later, but Paul Gambol’s deflected free-kick was gratefully watched onto the post by Bath keeper Ali Hines. The home side found themselves with a free-kick in a similar position a few minutes later, and after apparently faking a mix-up in taking it, Kevin Watson crossed for defender Andy Tilson to head home unmarked and double his side’s advantage. The Shepshed fans, having been pretty vocal up until then, seemed to admit defeat at that point – one fan broke out into song with “we’re not singing any more”.

Two goals up and needing only a draw to secure promotion, Bath were now beginning to look considerably more assured on the ball, finally starting to enjoy the beautiful weather conditions and decent playing surface. They twice came close to adding a third before half-time, with Chris Lewis having the ball taken off him just as he lined up his shot, and winger Luke Prince forcing a great save from Keeling.
In the second half, it continued to be one-way traffic, and Matt Lewis put Chris Lewis through on goal just a couple of minutes in, only for the offside flag to be incorrectly raised, denying Lewis a chance of his second goal. Keeling pulled off yet another impressive save a few minutes later, as Prince and goalscorer Lewis combined well down the right, Prince eventually seeing his shot rebound of the legs of the Shepshed goalie.
As the chances continued to flow, it seemed that the lead was bound to increase, but Keeling continued his defiance, saving efforts from Matt Lewis and Tom Stocco before the half-hour mark of the second half. Shepshed even made a chance of their own, as Robert Johnson broke through the middle, but Bath goalie Hines rushed out and forced Johnson wide, preventing him from getting a shot in.
Bath finally finished off Dynamo eight minutes from time, as Marc Canham picked out Matt Lewis on the right, and he crossed for Prince to tap home, Keeling this time unable to get in the way. This prompted the visitors to push for a consolation goal, and striker Martin Bestwick forced two good saves out of Hines in the closing minutes.
Matt Lewis was stopped in his tracks by the referee as he raced through on goal deep into injury time, but he didn’t mind as it was the full-time whistle, indicating that Team Bath had earned their fourth promotion in five years.

	
	Team Bath
	Shepshed Dynamo

	Caught offside
	10
	4

	Fouls committed
	11
	6

	Shots on target
	7
	2

	Shots off target
	3
	7

	Shots blocked
	1
	1

	Corners
	11
	4


