Rude Awakening for Southern League Students

Team Bath 0 King’s Lynn 5 (Bloomfield 6,21,54, Stevenson 86, Fishlock 89)
The students of Team Bath FC, famous for their historic FA Cup run two years ago, got off to the worst possible start to the new season, although there was a distinct element of self-destruction in their defeat, and there were plenty of signs that survival in the Southern Premier League is easily within their reach.

After a quiet opening few minutes, visiting striker Danny Bloomfield gratefully accepted the gift of Dean Smith’s poor back-header to give his side an early lead. It might have been 1-1 moments later, but Matt Reeves couldn’t direct his header on target from full-back Matt Townley’s cross.

There were decent chances for both sides to score before Bloomfield got his second on 20 minutes, again an easy finish, this time tapping in the inch-perfect cross of striking partner Tony Battersby. Neither team was able to get a grip on the game during the remainder of the first half, though Team Bath threatened to cause problems down the left wing through Townley and Danny Maye.

The hosts came out a completely different side after the break, but their early dominance was wasted as they gave away a goal to Bloomfield for the second time in the match. The guilty party on this occasion was centre-back Peter Tisdale, whose weak back-pass left his goalie with an awful lot to do, and Bloomfield’s pace got him there first and he neatly rounded the keeper to set up his hat-trick.

For the next half hour, Bath forced the play but shots from Neil Saunders, Marc Canham and Reeves couldn’t find a way through, and Tomas Jaukovic wasted a great chance, putting a free header wide from 10 yards out. Visiting captain Gary Setchell might have received more than a yellow card with fifteen minutes left, for a knee-high challenge on lively home substitute Owen Storey.

As if Team Bath weren’t frustrated enough by their failure to capitalise on second-half chances, a double helping of salt was rubbed into the wound in the last five minutes. Substitute Lee Stevenson pounced on yet another defensive error and scored from a tight angle to make it 4-0, but the best goal of the match was saved for the last minute. Battersby produced an exquisite chip, which pacy sub Craig Fishlock brought down and fired past the goalie, who for the fifth time in the match found himself facing an opposing player with no defender to help him.
Match stats:

	
	Team Bath
	King’s Lynn

	Shots: On Target
	4
	7

	           Off Target
	7
	3

	           Blocked
	1
	0

	Corners
	4
	2

	Fouls Committed
	19
	14

	Offside
	3
	9


Yellow cards:

Team Bath – Canham 44, Jaukovic 65

King’s Lynn – Hammond 57, Setchell 73

