BUGs Men’s Hockey – Wednesday 12th April
Northern Ireland Universities 3-3 Scottish Universities

With both sides having won their opening matches, there was all to play for as Scotland and Northern Ireland’s Men’s Hockey teams clashed at the British University Games in Swansea. The Ulstermen came back from 3-1 behind to rescue a draw, and keep the Men’s Hockey competition wide open.
Northern Ireland saw a shot from a penalty corner well saved in the opening couple of minutes, but the early stages were generally quiet, with no other good scoring chances. It was out of the blue then, when Simon McGowan broke down the right wing, showing good control before crossing for Bruce McAndless to scramble the ball into the goal from close range and put Northern Ireland ahead.
Scotland hit back within five minutes, as Fergus Dunn brought the ball into the area, battled through the Northern Irish defence and smashed the ball past the goalkeeper. The game began to open up, with Northern Ireland looking particularly dangerous when counter-attacking, although Scotland’s Johnathan Prosser and Adam MacKenzie both forced good saves.

Chris Nelson shot wide with two chances for Scotland at the start of the second half, but Dunn made no mistake four minutes in and put his side 2-1 ahead. It was the Scots who continued to pile on the pressure, and after Nelson had missed another couple of opportunities, James Peter Campbell scored from a well-worked penalty corner to double Scotland's lead.
Fifteen minutes into the second period, Scotland’s Peter Martin was shown a yellow card and from the resulting penalty corner Andrew Ross produced two magnificent saves to deny Mark Daniel and Cameron Black. However when Northern Ireland won another penalty corner a few minutes later, Scott McAndless’ shot found a way through to make the score 3-2.

Mark Daniel had another shot saved as both sides began to look nervous towards the end of the game. The game turned though as Ewan Butler produced a vital interception as Scotland looked set to cause problems on the break, and moments later a Northern Irish free hit was flicked in by McGowan to bring the scores level with five minutes left.

Michael Watt very nearly put Scotland back in front, and both teams had shots blocked before the final whistle, but the sides finished on three goals each to set up a nerve-racking final day of the Men’s Hockey.
