BUGs Men’s Football – Tuesday 11th April
Northern Ireland Universities 2-4 Welsh Universities
(Friel 24 Montgomery 48) (Jenkins 49, 66 Plant 57 Wylde 62)

The Welsh Universities came back from two goals behind to win their opening match in the men’s football tournament. The match was played in tough conditions, with strong winds as well as rain as the sides kicked off.

Both teams struggled to get full control of the ball on a difficult playing surface early on, but Wales got a lucky break ten minutes into the match when Dan March was needlessly fouled by Patrick Wallace. Northern Irish goalkeeper Ryan McGeough saved Ryan Jenkins’s penalty though to keep the score at 0-0.
Striker Austin Friel brought a great save out of Welsh goalie Cole Stacey from a curling free-kick after 20 minutes, but Stacey couldn’t stop Friel firing in from close range a few minutes later to give Northern Ireland the lead. Mark Prenter nearly doubled the Ulstermen’s advantage moments later, but Stacey produced another incredible save. The Northern Irish Universities had most of the play for the remainder of the first half, but only forced one more good save from the impressive Stacey.

The third quarter of the match saw five goals go in as the rain started to clear in Swansea, and the Welsh Universities began to stamp their authority on the game. Johnny Montgomery made it 2-0 with a shot through a crowded penalty area just three minutes into the second half, but Jenkins pulled a goal back for Wales almost immediately from similar range.
The Welsh Universities looked a much improved side after scoring their first goal, and it was no surprise when Glamorgan’s Raith Plant equalised, latching on to Jenkins’ clever flick-on and slotting the ball beneath McGeough. Two further goals followed within ten minutes, first from the head of Andrew Wylde, and secondly from a Jenkins volley after Nick Evans had hit the post.

Northern Ireland should have scored with 20 minutes to go, when Alan Teggart’s run and cross set up Paul McDonald, only for the striker to hit his shot over Stacey’s crossbar. Neither side was able to get a grip on the game in the closing stages and Wales held out fairly comfortably for the victory.
