BUGs women’s football – England overcome Scottish test
[Top goalscorer: Dawna Dennett (Eng), 4 goals]
[Player of the Tournament: Leanne Ross (Scot)]

Final table:

	
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	For
	Against
	Goal Difference
	Points

	England
	3
	0
	0
	19
	2
	+17
	9

	Scotland
	2
	0
	1
	11
	4
	+7
	6

	Wales
	1
	0
	2
	7
	10
	-3
	3

	N. Ireland
	0
	0
	3
	1
	22
	-21
	0


To be honest, this was always likely to be a two-tier competition, with England and Scotland much stronger sides than their Welsh and Northern Irish counterparts, and the fixtures ensured that if all went to plan, the situation would be nicely set up for two final-morning deciders – one for third place, and one for the title.

The opening game could not have been much more one-sided, with England trouncing Northern Ireland by the incredible score of 11-0. Scotland’s victory over Wales was not quite as convincing, but nevertheless a 4-1 win kept them on course for a showdown with England on the final day.
England kept up their momentum on the second day with a 5-1 win over the Welsh Universities, while Scotland had little trouble in thrashing Northern Ireland 6-0. The following day saw Wales clinch third place with an easy 5-1 win over the Northern Irish Universities, with the English and the Scots meanwhile fighting for the championship:
England 3 (Durrant 22, Rea 36, Dennett 57) Scotland 1 (Wood 35)

England enjoyed a fairly comfortable win to clinch the women’s football title, in a match which demonstrated that the standard of university level women’s football is better than many might expect.

Scotland had the better of the opening exchanges, Kirsty Scott putting in a couple of testing crosses early on, but as time went on the English players settled down, and began to play some decent football and create a few chances. England took the lead midway through the first half with a bit of help, as Scottish goalkeeper Fiona Melville allowed a hopeful cross to bounce over her head, and English forward Milly Durrant pounced to give her side the lead.

The Scots responded with a spell of pressure, which culminated in Elsbeth Wood volleying the ball into the top corner from Leanne Ross’ free kick to bring the scores level. Unfortunately for Scotland, their lead lasted barely a minute, as Susan Rea shot low past the goalie after Jade Linnell’s corner hadn’t been properly cleared, to restore England’s advantage.
In the second half England continued to impress, and strung together a number of fluent passing moves, one of which was finished off in style by Dawna Dennett, as she rounded the keeper and scored from a tight angle, having received the ball from Durrant’s well-timed pass.
As more space opened up on the pitch, with both English and Scottish players looking a bit tired (for many this was their third game in three days), both sides were playing some nice football, but couldn’t find another goal. With Scotland knowing that they had to win to take the title and with less than ten minutes left, they seemed ready to let the scores stay as they were, although Danny Pagliouli very nearly pulled one back for Scotland after good work down the left from Ross.
England’s victory had rarely been in doubt after Dennett’s goal though, and they easily held on for a 3-1 win, and a not particularly surprising victory in the women’s football competition.
Stats:

	
	England
	Scotland

	Fouls committed
	7
	3

	Corners
	2
	4

	Shots on target
	6
	3

	Shots off target
	4
	1

	Shots blocked
	0
	0

	Caught Offside
	1
	3


Yellow Cards:
England - Barlow
