BUGs Netball – all too easy for England
[Player of the Tournament: Tamsin Greenway (Eng)]

Final positions: 1st England 2nd Northern Ireland 3rd Wales 4th Scotland

In the first fixture, just half an hour after the opening ceremony had finished, Northern Ireland took an early lead against Scotland, and stayed ahead to the end, eventually winning 39-28. The following afternoon saw the closest match of the competition, with last year’s champions Wales fighting back in the final quarter against Northern Ireland, but unable to quite draw level, losing 37-36. In the evening, England faced Scotland, expecting a fairly comfortable victory, and they certainly got it:
Scotland 24 England 79

England cruised past Scotland in a one-sided encounter, which could have been even higher scoring had England not struggled early in the third quarter after making a few substitutions.

The English Universities started brightly, obviously keen to build an early advantage, and raced to a 5-1 lead within the first three minutes, Scotland finding it hard to cope with their opponents’ speed and skill. There was no respite for the Scots though, as England scored a further 15 times with 100% shooting success rate, with only 4 points in reply for Scotland. Even when the run of accurate shooting came to an end, England won the ball back almost instantly and scored yet again.
With the score at 22-6 after the first quarter, it seemed there was little to play for, but there was worse to come for Scotland, as they conceded 8 points without reply in the opening 3 minutes of the second quarter, and reaching the 100-point mark was starting to seem a possibility for England. The Scots were resilient though, and kept the score down to 45-11 at the half-way point.
Both sides then made changes to their teams, and it was England who were slowest to adjust, the teams scoring five times each in the opening 7 minutes of the third minutes, giving Scotland renewed hope of a bonus point for reaching 50% of their opponents’ score. It was not to be though, as England powered away again, leaving the score 59-18 going into the final quarter.

The new England players were by now well and truly settled, and they pulled further away from a tired Scotland side, with eight unanswered points, but the Scots would not give up and managed to share the next eight points equally. England finished with a flourish though, eventually winning comfortably by 79 points to 24, although the stats show that better Scotland shooting would certainly have meant a much closer match.
Stats:

	
	Scotland
	England

	1st quarter shooting success
	50%
	88%

	2nd quarter shooting success
	45%
	79%

	3rd quarter shooting success
	41%
	64%

	4th quarter shooting success
	55%
	80%


The following day England all but ensured the netball title, as they eased to a comfortable 62-25 win over Northern Ireland, and Wales recovered from their one-goal defeat against the Northern Irish Universities to beat the Scots 49-34.

At lunchtime on the final day, Wales played England knowing that only a massive Welsh victory could take the championship away from their English rivals. In truth, this never looked likely and England recorded a straightforward 72-35 win.
